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VIRGINIA:  A REGULAR MEETING OF THE SURRY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS HELD IN 
THE GENERAL DISTRICT COURTROOM OF THE COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 
ON JANUARY 6, 2011 AT 7:00 P.M.  

 
PRESENT:  SUPERVISOR REGINALD O. HARRISON, CHAIRMAN  

SUPERVISOR JOHN M. SEWARD, VICE-CHAIRMAN  
SUPERVISOR M. SHERLOCK HOLMES 
SUPERVISOR ERNEST L. BLOUNT  
SUPERVISOR JUDY S. LYTTLE  
 

ALSO  
PRESENT:  MR. TYRONE W. FRANKLIN, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR  

MR. WILLIAM HEFTY, HEFTY & WILEY, COUNTY ATTORNEY  
MRS. MELISSA D. ROLLINS, DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
MS. RHONDA R. MACK, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING 
MRS. DEBORAH NEE, COMMISSIONER OF REVENUE 
MR. LLOYD HAMLIN, SUPERINTENDENT, SURRY COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
SHERIFF ALVIN CLAYTON 
MR. STACEY T. WILLIAMS, BUILDING OFFICIAL 
MR. ERVIN JONES, DIRECTOR, PARKS & RECREATION 
MRS. VALERIE PIERCE, DIRECTOR SURRY SOCIAL SERVICES 
MRS. BILLIE JEAN ELMER, VCE UNIT DIRECTOR 
 

CALL TO ORDER/MOMENT OF SILENCE/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 

The meeting was called to order by County Administrator, Mr. Tyrone W. Franklin. 
Mr. Franklin asked for a moment of silence. Following the moment of silence, he 
asked the citizens to stand and say the pledge of allegiance. 

 
BOARD REORGANIZATION  

 

Mr. Franklin explained that due to this being the first meeting of the Board of 
Supervisors for this calendar year, it is necessary to reorganize, elect new officers, 
and decide on a regular meeting time and place. Mr. Franklin asked for nominations 
for the position of Chairman. Mr. Holmes nominated Mr. Harrison; the nomination 
was seconded by Supervisor Seward.  Mr. Franklin asked each member for their 
vote; the Board unanimously approved the nomination of Mr. Reginald Harrison as 
Board Chairman.  Mr. Franklin congratulated Mr. Reginald Harrison on being elected 
the new Chairman of the Board of Supervisors. 

Chairman Harrison opened the floor for nominations for Vice-Chair.  Supervisor 
Blount nominated Mr. John Seward.  There being no further nominations, 
Supervisor Holmes made a motion to close the nominations; the motion was 
seconded by Supervisor Seward.  The Board voted unanimously to close the 
nominations and accept Supervisor Seward as Vice-Chair.  Chairman Harrison 
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congratulated Mr. Seward on his election as Vice-Chairman of the Board of 
Supervisors. 

Supervisor Blount made a motion that Mr. Tyrone Franklin continue as Clerk of the 
Board of Supervisors.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Seward; Supervisors 
Harrison, Holmes, Lyttle, Blount and Seward voted in favor. 

 

CONSENT ITEMS  
 

1. Approval of December 2, 2010 Minutes, Board of Supervisors  
2. Approval of January, 2011 Accounts Payable  

 
  Accounts Payable Additional Total 
General Fund $190,510.43 $36,371.43 $226,881.86 
Debt Service $757,418.97 $0.00 $747,418.97 
Capital $29,326.75 $900.00 $30,226.75 
Water & Sewer $16,834.99 $0.00 $16,834.99 
Indoor Plumbing $900.00 $0.00 $900.00 

Totals     $994,991.14 $37,271.43 $1,032,262.57 
 

 
3.    Appropriation Requests: 
 

School System - Jan. 2011 Instruction $900,000.00 

 
Admin./Health $55,000.00 

 
Pupil Transp. $80,000.00 

 
Operation/Maint. $100,000.00 

 
Food Serv. $50,000.00 

 
Debt Service $0.00 

 
Capital Projects $0.00 

 
Technology $50,000.00 

 
Total $1,235,000.00 

Dept. of Social Serv. - Jan. 2011   $150,000.00 
 
4.    General Fund Appropriations Requests  -  Third Quarter 
 

General 
Government 

 
$1,635,193.00 

Special Funds 
 

$30,000.00 
Debt Service 

 
$0.00 

Water & Sewer 
 

$0.00 
Capital Projects   $250,000.00 

TOTAL 
 

$1,915,193.00 
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  Supervisor Seward made a motion that the Board approve all Consent Items as  

enumerated; Supervisor Lyttle seconded the motion.  Supervisors Harrison, Blount, 
Seward, Holmes and Lyttle voted affirmatively to approve all Consent Items as 
enumerated. 

 
  
PROGRESS REPORTS  
 
 

1. VDOT  
 No representative of VDOT was available to present a report to the Board.  
Mr. Franklin reported that Mr. Dennis Huer of VDOT would be attending the 
Highway Transportation Safety Commission meeting on January 12, 2011 and that 
he would report on information shared at that meeting. 
 
2. Treasurer 

A.  INVESTMENT LETTER: Chairman Reginald Harrison read the investment 
letter submitted by Mary H. Shaw, Treasurer. He stated that as of December 
2, 2010 the county had $3,283,495.27 in the LGIP Fund. Since that report, 
accrued interest for November, 2010 in the amount of $611.41 had 
increased that balance to $3,284,106.68.  On December 14, 2010 the county 
transferred $12,000,000.00 from the General Fund to LGIP, leaving a balance 
of $15,284,106.68 in the Local Government Investment Pool.  Chairman 
Harrison stated that as of January 4, 2011, the county had $15,284,106.68 in 
total investments. 
 

3.  County Administrator 
A.  Mr. Paul Lee, Robinson, Farmer and Cox, addressed the Board with audit 
findings for FY 2009-2010 suggesting that the County’s financial condition is 
very good.  The tax collection rate was slightly lower than in previous years, 
he reported; but that was a common occurrence in difficult economic times.  
Mr. Lee said that his team had no difficulty in performing the audit and 
thanked the Finance Department, School System, Commissioner of Revenue, 
and Treasurer’s Office for their assistance in providing the necessary 
documentation.   (A copy of the FY 09-10 Audit Presentation is included as 
an integral component of these minutes.)   
 
At this point in the program, Mr. Franklin asked for a change in the agenda 
for the evening.  
  
B.  Mr. Lloyd Hamlin, Superintendent of Surry County Public Schools, 
addressed the Board with a budget amendment request.  The School System 
requested that $615,000 in funds carried over from the 09-10 fiscal year be 
added to the current Operation and Maintenance category and appropriated 
for expenditure.   
 
Supervisor Seward made a motion that the Board approve the request as 
outlined; Supervisor Lyttle seconded the motion.  Supervisors Harrison, 
Holmes, Blount, Seward and Lyttle all voted affirmatively. 



Page 4 of 6 
 

 C.  Mr. Franklin reported that Dr. Karyn Leniek was expected to make a 
presentation to the Board but was not in attendance at this time.  He asked 
that the Board table her presentation for the time being.   
 
D.  Mrs. Billie Jean Elmer, Unit Director Virginia Cooperative Extension, 
addressed the Board with information regarding the restructuring of the 
VCE.  She reported that the Surry office was fully staffed and that the 
financial impact on the County would be minimal.  Implementation of the 
restructure would begin in June/July of 2011 and should be complete by 
June of 2012.  Mrs. Elmer suggested that the restructuring will create a four 
county region including Surry, Prince George, Sussex and Greensville 
(Emporia) and would result in more opportunities for regional 
programming. 
 
E.  Mr. Franklin advised the Board of an appointment to the Planning 
Commission.  The term of Mrs. Anita Curl, who was appointed to fill the 
unexpired term of Mrs. Misti Furr representing the Dendron/Blackwater 
District, expired on December 1, 2010.  Supervisor Blount made a motion 
that the Board reappoint Mrs. Curl to the Planning Commission for a term 
beginning December 2, 2010 and ending December 1, 2014.  The motion was 
seconded by Supervisor Holmes; all present voted affirmatively. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 

Mr. Franklin reminded the Board that the decision to hold a public hearing this 
evening for the consideration of Conditional Use Permit # 02-2010 had been 
contingent on the Planning Commission holding its hearing on the issue in late 
December.  However, the meeting of the Planning Commission had been postponed 
due to inclement weather and, therefore, no decision had been made by the 
Commission.  Ms. Rhonda Mack reported that the Planning Commission had 
scheduled a called meeting for January 10, 2011 at which time they would consider 
the Conditional Use Permit.  The request was made for the Board to reschedule a 
public hearing for Thursday, January 20, 2011.   
 
After confirming that both the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors 
were well within the specified time frames for consideration of the issue, Supervisor 
Seward made a motion that the Board reschedule a public hearing for Thursday, 
February 3, 2011.  Supervisor Holmes seconded the motion and all present voted 
affirmatively. 
 

 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 

Supervisor Blount stated that he had several concerns and suggested that the Board 
authorize a letter from County Administration responding to Mr. Andrew Lee, 
owner of Ace Bus Service and his request for a reduced tax rate for rolling stock.   
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Secondly, he expressed concern that a third manned solid waste collection site in 
the Dendron/Bacon’s Castle area had not been established.  The dumpster site in 
Dendron has been gated, but it still remains open 24 hours daily.  Mr. Franklin 
reported that signage had been ordered and that the decision had been made to 
allow the site to remain open until operating hours were properly posted.  Failure to 
do so previously at the Goodson Path site had resulted in residents illegally dumping 
their waste just outside the locked gates.  Mr. Franklin reported that, once operating 
hours were posted, staff would be opening and closing the facility on the same time 
schedule as the manned sites.  He also reported that camera equipment would be 
installed at the Dendron dumpster site to record evidence of illegal dumping or 
abuse of the facility.   
 
Thirdly, Supervisor Blount suggested that the County move forward with 
improvements to the Pineview Solid Waste Collection Site.  Mr. Franklin informed 
the Board that the suggested improvements were in process.  Lastly, Supervisor 
Blount asked what measures were in use to identify residents at the dump sites.  A 
brief discussion followed regarding what documentation could be used to identify 
an individual as a tax paying resident of the County.    
 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

None 
 

 
CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 

Mr. Mike Eggleston (Dendron District) addressed the Board and suggested that 
people with out-of-state license plates had been seen dumping at waste collection 
sites in the County.  Now that decals were no longer in use, some other means of 
identification should be determined.  In regard to the budget discussion earlier in 
the evening, Mr. Eggleston stated that because the County continued to add 
employees, the budget shortfall was not the result of a tax problem but a spending 
problem.  He also asked why no warning was posted to alert residents to mercury 
levels in the Blackwater River. 
 
Mr. John Stokes (Surry District) provided the Board with a copy of a Virginia Gazette 
article reporting that the Williamsburg-James City County Library System would no 
longer allow residents from Surry County to borrow from their collection.  The 
change would take effect on February 1, 2011.  Mr. Stokes urged the Board to 
encourage officials in Williamsburg and James City County to entreat the Library 
Board to reconsider its decision.  He said that he would be willing to pay an annual 
fee for the privilege of utilizing the full services of the W-JCC Library System. 
 
 Mrs. Billie Jean Elmer (Carsley District) addressed the Board expressing her 
concern with regard to the W-JCC Library’s change in policy reporting that the 
changes would adversely affect students in Surry County who would no longer be 
able to borrow educational and research materials from the library.  Supervisor 
Seward commented that the decision of the library system would also be 
detrimental to many families in the County that educate their children at home. 
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Dr. Karyn Leniek, Director of Crater Health District, appeared before the 
Board to make her scheduled presentation.  She provided the Board with a 
handout containing statistical data regarding health outcomes, health factors 
and socioeconomic factors and environmental factors.  (A copy of Dr. 
Leniek’s presentation is included as an integral component of these 
minutes.)  Dr. Leniek suggested that certain measures could be taken by the 
County to improve the health of its citizens such as establishing a farmer’s 
market to encourage the addition of fresh produce to diets and creating 
public areas that would encourage more physical exercise.   
 
Mr. Franklin asked for the source of the statistical data presented and 
questioned the accuracy of the data.  Supervisor Lyttle also questioned the 
accuracy of the information and asked that the statistics not be published 
until the data could be substantiated.  Dr Leniek reported that the 
information was already available on the internet.  Following further 
discussion, Dr. Leniek suggested that a Community Health Needs 
Assessment could possibly be undertaken to validate the statistical data.   
 
Mrs. Helen Eggleston (Dendron District) addressed the Board with regard to 
solid waste collection in the Dendron area.  She reported that the fence 
behind the dumpster site was in need of repair and would not prevent 
individuals from dumping after hours in its present condition.  She also 
suggested that better lighting at the site might be helpful.  In regard to 
budget cuts she suggested that in lieu of employee lay-offs the County 
consider asking each employee to cut back 1-2 hours each week.  This, she 
said, would result in budget cuts and the County would not need to raise 
taxes. 
 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 

There being no further comments from the public, Supervisor Seward made a 
motion that the Board move to Closed Session to discuss a personnel matter 
involving salary or other compensation of a specific employee; Virginia Code § 
2.2-3711(A) (1). Supervisor Lyttle seconded the motion. Supervisors Harrison, 
Holmes, Lyttle, Seward and Blount voted in favor of the motion.  

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
   

 
 









































































































































































































































































Community Health Profile:
Surry County

Karyn Leniek, MD, MPH

Director, Crater Health District
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Demographics
Population: 7,088

99%

1%

Hispanic

Non-
Hispanic

Source: VDH Population Estimates 2009

52% 
female

48% 
male

5% <5yrs old 15% minors 15% 65yr old+

Gender Race

Ethnicity Age

52.7%

46.8%
0.2% 0.3%

White

Black

Asian

Native
American



Demographics

• Percent of persons >25yrs old with high 
school diploma: 79.6% (VA: 85.8%)

• Median household income: $53,320       
(VA: $60,316)

Source: US Census 2005-09 American Community Survey



Health Rankings – Health Outcomes

• Ranked 66 / 132 cities/counties in state
– Premature death

– Low birthweight

– Poor/fair health

– Poor physical health days

– Poor mental health days

Source: 2010 County Health Rankings
http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/virginia/surry



Health Rankings – Health Factors

• Ranked 77 / 132 cities/counties in state
– Adult obesity

– Teen birth rate

– Uninsured adults

– Primary health care provider rate

– High School graduation 

– Children in poverty

Source: 2010 County Health Rankings
http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/virginia/surry



Focus Areas

• Premature death

• Low birthweight

• Teen birth rate

• Adult obesity
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