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VIRGINIA: A REGULAR MEETING OF THE SURRY COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS  
  HELD IN THE GENERAL DISTRICT COURTROOM OF THE COUNTY  
  GOVERNMENT CENTER ON JUNE 6, 2013 AT 7:00P.M. 
 
PRESENT: SUPERVISOR JOHN M. SEWARD, CHAIRPERSON 
  SUPERVISOR JUDY S. LYTTLE 
  SUPERVISOR KENNETH R. HOLMES 
  SUPERVISOR GIRON R. WOODEN, SR. 
 
ABSENT: SUPERVISOR ERNEST L. BLOUNT, VICE-CHAIR 
 
ALSO 
PRESENT: MR. TYRONE W. FRANKLIN, COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
  MR. WILLIAM HEFTY, COUNTY ATTORNEY 
  MS. TERRI E. HALE, DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
  MS. RHONDA R. MACK, DIRECTOR OF PLANNING  
  SHERIFF ALVIN W. CLAYTON, SR. 

MRS. VALERIE PIERCE, DIRECTOR, SURRY SOCIAL SERVICES 
MRS. TAMARA ARTHUR, EMERGENCY SERVICES COORDINATOR 
MR. ERVIN JONES, DIRECTOR PARKS & RECREATION 
MR. STACEY WILLIAMS, BUILDING OFFICIAL 
MRS. MONIQUE BARNES, DIRECTOR OF FINANCE, SURRY SCHOOLS 

 
CALL TO ORDER/MOMENT OF SILENCE/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Seward who then asked for a 
moment of silence.  Following the moment of silence, he asked those present 
to stand and say the pledge of allegiance. 
 

CONSENT ITEMS 
1.  Approval of May 2, 2013 Minutes, Board of Supervisors 
2.  Approval of May 9, 2013 Minutes, Board of Supervisors  
3.  Approval of June 2013 Accounts Payable: 
 

  Accounts Payable Additional Total 

General Fund $114,053.92 $139,728.27 $253,782.19 

Debt Service $586.63 $586.63 $1,173.26 

Capital $5,781.50 $84,721.05 $90,502.55 

Water & Sewer $34,492.35 $14,195.11 $48,687.46 

CSA $0.00 $25,381.28 $25,381.28 

Indoor Plumbing $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Econ. Dev. 
Expense $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Totals     $154,914.40 $264,612.34 $419,526.74 
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  4.  Appropriation Requests: 

School System - June 2013 Instruction $2,323,468.00 

 
Admin./Health $18,000.00 

 
Pupil Transp. $227,000.00 

 
Operation/Maint. $270,000.00 

 
Food Serv. $81,000.00 

 
Debt Service $0.00 

 
Capital Projects $70,000.00 

 
Technology $114,000.00 

 
Total $3,103,468.00 

Dept. of Social Serv. - June 2013   $150,000.00 

 
5.  Surry County Surplus – Sheriff’s Department, Retired Uniforms 
 
Prior to the vote, Chairman Seward stated that the School System 
appropriation would be pulled from the Consent Agenda to allow for 
discussion, and would be re-considered later in the evening. 
 
Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that the Board approve the Consent Items 
as enumerated; Supervisor Holmes seconded the motion.  Supervisors 
Seward, Wooden, Lyttle and Holmes voted affirmatively to approve the 
motion. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
1.  VDOT Six-Year Secondary Road Improvement Plan 
Chairman Seward called the Public Hearing to order.  Mr. Franklin stated that 
the public hearing was being conducted to receive public comments 
regarding the VDOT / Surry County Six-Year Secondary Road Improvement 
Plan (FY 14-19).  Mr. Rossie Carroll, Williamsburg Residency Administrator, 
was present to address the Board.  Mr. Carroll informed that the County only 
had one project, the Lebanon Road (Rt. 626) project, which would be 
advertised for bid later in June 2013.  (A copy of the Six-Year Plan is 
attached as an integral component of these minutes.)   
 
Chairman Seward opened the floor for public comments.  
 
Mr. Mike Eggleston (Dendron District) stated that White Marsh Road (Rt. 
617) was also in need of repair and that he considered it to be a heavily used 
roadway for access to Smithfield and Newport News. 
 
Mrs. Helen Eggleston (Dendron District) spoke in agreement with Mr. 
Eggleston reporting that White Marsh Road needed to be resurfaced. 
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There being no further comments from the public, Chairman Seward closed 
the floor to public comments and asked for closing comments from staff.  Mr. 
Franklin stated that staff supported VDOT’s recommendations.   
 
Supervisor Holmes made a motion that the Board authorize Resolution 2013-
13 adopting the Six-Year Secondary Road Improvement Plan as presented; 
Supervisor Wooden seconded the motion.  Supervisors Seward, Lyttle, 
Holmes and Wooden voted affirmatively. 
 

PROGRESS REPORTS 
1.  VDOT (No Report) 
 A.  Resolution 2013-15: HB 2313 

Mr. Franklin reported that during its 2013 session, the General 

Assembly adopted House Bill 2313 which imposes additional sales tax 

and gas tax in the localities of the Hampton Roads area that are part of 

Planning District 23.  The County is a member of Planning District 19 

and, therefore, a member of the Crater Planning District Commission 

along with Dinwiddie, Greensville, Prince George, Sussex Counties and 

the cities of Colonial Heights, Emporia, Hopewell and Petersburg.  

Surry County became a voluntary member of the Hampton Roads 

Planning District Commission (HRPDC), which represents District 23 

localities, in 1998.   

 

Mr. Franklin further reported that the Commonwealth has indicated 

that citizens of Surry County will be subject to the new taxes imposed 

by HB 2313, effective July 1, 2013, because of its affiliation with the 

HRPDC.  The County’s position is that the citizens of Surry County 

should not be subject to said taxes, even though it is a voluntary 

member of the HRPDC, because it is not a member of Planning District 

23.  The Commonwealth has not yet indicated whether or not it is in 

agreement. 

 

Resolution 2013-15 authorizes Surry County to either withdraw from 

the HRPDC if it is determined that the County is not subject to HB 

2313, or agreeing to be a contract member of the Hampton Roads 

Transportation Planning Organization if it is determined that the 

County is subject to HB 2313.   

  

Mr. Franklin asked Mrs. Tamara Arthur and Mr. Ervin Jones to report 

on the benefits of membership in the HRPDC, particularly with regard 
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to Emergency Services.  They informed that grant funding obtained 

through the HRPDC had paid for the Orion Radio System, generators 

for emergency shelter locations, mobile radios ($91,000), and a trailer 

for sheltering pets ($60,000).  Mrs. Arthur and Mr. Jones stressed the 

importance of maintaining relationships with surrounding Hampton 

Roads localities for assistance during HAZMAT and other emergency 

events.  They further reminded the Board that Route 10 through Surry 

County was well established as a hurricane evacuation route for 

Hampton Roads communities. 

 

Mr. Hefty explained that localities are only subject to one Planning 

District; but, if in proximity, may choose to hold membership in an 

adjoining Planning District Commission.  In his opinion, only those 

localities included in the Planning District should be subject to the 

new taxes.  Mr. Hefty further stated that if the Commonwealth 

determined that Surry was not subject to the taxes, the County could 

remain a voluntary member of the HRPDC for the reasons stated by 

Mrs. Arthur and Mr. Jones.  Mr. Hefty also stated that if the County did 

not receive a response from the Commonwealth by the July 1, 2013 

deadline, there was a legal avenue to delay the collection of the new 

taxes. 

 

Chairman Seward asked Mr. Hefty to amend the draft resolution to 

state that Surry County could remain a member of the HRPDC unless 

the County has to withdraw to be exempt from the taxes.  Supervisor 

Lyttle made a motion that the Board adopt the amended Resolution 

2013-15 addressing the County’s response to HB 2313.  Supervisor 

Holmes seconded the motion which passed with unanimous approval.      

 
PUBLIC HEARING (Cont’d.) 

2.   CUP 2013-03 Peninsula Trail Riders, Inc. 
Chairman Seward called the Public Hearing to order.  Mr. Franklin stated that 
the public hearing was being conducted to receive public comments 
regarding an application by Peninsula Trail Riders, Inc., Conditional Use 
Permit 2013-03, requesting authorization for a multi-year permit to allow a 
once annual motorcycle racing event at the Southwark Hunt Club property 
located on the south side of Swanns Point Road (Tax Map # 13-5). 
 
Mr. George Greer, representing Peninsula Trail Riders, Inc., the applicant, 
appeared before the Board to provide additional information and answer any 
questions Board members may have.  Mr. Greer provided the Board with an 
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economic impact study relating to the motorcycle racing event.  (A copy of 
materials provided by Mr. Greer is attached as an integral component of 
these minutes.)  
 
Ms. Rhonda Mack, Director of Planning and Community Development, 

advised that the applicant was seeking a multi-year permit for a once annual 

motorcycle racing event in the fall at the Southwark Hunt Club property on 

the south side of Swanns Point Road, Tax Map #13-5.  The event was hosted 

in 2012 without serious incident.  Anomalies included a broken limb.  Ms. 

Mack further informed that staff had noted concerns related to participants 

crossing the active racing lane and pets onsite.  The Planning Commission 

considered and acted favorably on the application, subject to the eleven 

recommended conditions, at their April 22, 2013 meeting.   

Supervisor Lyttle inquired regarding security for the event.  Ms. Mack 

responded that the applicant had agreed to use sworn public safety officers 

and had provided her office with a schedule detailing hours officers will be 

working. 

Chairman Seward opened the floor for public comments. 
 
Mr. Mike Eggleston (Dendron District) spoke in support of the event. 
 
Mayor Yvonne Pierce (Dendron District) addressed the Board to invite Board 
members and the public to attend Dendron Day on June 15, 2013 in the Town 
of Dendron. 
 
Mr. Ervin Jones, Director of Parks and Recreation, announced that his 
department would again be sponsoring a fireworks display on Wednesday, 
July 3, 2013. 
   
Chairman Seward asked if there were any other comments from the public 
related to the public hearing for CUP 2013-03.  There being no further 
comments, he closed the floor to public comments and asked for closing 
comments from staff.  Staff had no additional comments. 
 
Following brief discussion among Board members, Supervisor Lyttle made a 
motion that the Board approve CUP 2013-03 subject to the eleven conditions 
recommended by the Planning Commission.  Supervisor Holmes seconded 
the motion which passed with unanimous support. 
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PROGRESS REPORTS (Cont’d.)  
   2.  Treasurer 

A.  Investment Letter 
Chairman Seward read the Investment Letter provided by Mary H. 
Shaw, Treasurer, which stated that as of May 2, 2013 the County had 
$17,831,643.95 in the LGIP Fund. Since that report, accrued interest 
for April 2013 in the amount of $2,246.75 had increased that balance 
to $17,833,890.70.  Since the May 2013 report, $1,500,000.00 was 
transferred from the LGIP to the general fund leaving a balance of 
$16,333,890.70.  As of June 6, 2013 the county had $16,840,049.36 in 
total investments, including one CD valued at $506,158.66 which 
matures January 18, 2014.  
 

3.  County Administration 
A.  Presentation: VACo 
Mr. Larry Land, CAE, Director of Policy Development for the Virginia 
Association of Counties (VACo) was not present. 
 

 B.  Presentation: Economic Development 
Ms. Nancy Rodrigues, contractor for Economic Development, 
appeared before the Board to provide an update regarding recent 
activities and accomplishments in the areas of Tourism and Economic 
Development.  She discussed the needs of existing businesses in their 
consideration of expansion as well as those of potential businesses 
considering the possibility of locating in the County.  Ms. Rodrigues 
made recommendations regarding the need for additional 
infrastructure and reported on steps that have been taken to address 
those needs.  She also reported on recent tourism initiatives and the 
upcoming assessment of the County by the Virginia Tourism 
Corporation.   
 
C.  Resolution 2013-14 – Senior Recognition 
Mr. Franklin presented the Board with Resolution 2013-14 
recognizing Ms. Maria Edler of the Bacon’s Castle District who has 
obtained the age of 90 years.   
 
Supervisor Lyttle made a motion that the Board approve Resolution 
2013-14.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor Wooden; the 
motion was passed by unanimous vote. 
 
D.  Appointment – John Tyler ASAP Policy board 
No action was taken. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Mr. Tyrone Franklin informed the Board that staff had reconsidered the level 
of security at the Dendron Dumpster Site following comments at previous 
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Board meetings and were in process of contracting with a security firm to 
provide more effective surveillance of the site.  In the meanwhile, he 
reported that the Sheriff’s Office had agreed to conduct random checks at the 
site to limit illegal dumping which has become an increasing problem. 
 
Chairman Seward asked the Board to consider the monthly appropriation 
request from the School System at this time.  Supervisor Wooden announced 
that his contract had not been renewed by the School Board, so he was no 
longer an employee of the Schools.  Chairman Seward expressed concern that 
the amount requested by the School Board seemed to be in excess of the 
usual amount and requested that Mrs. Monique Barnes, Director of Finance 
for the School System, address questions that Board members might have in 
this regard.   
 
Mrs. Barnes informed that the increase in the request amount, specifically in 
the Instructional line, was to pay salaries of 10 month employees who 
typically receive a three month salary in June.  She assured Board members 
that there were no raises or bonuses included in the June appropriation 
request, but stated that there was a 3% salary increase included in the FY 14 
budget.  Supervisor Holmes expressed concern regarding the current salary 
of the Division Superintendent and Supervisor Wooden questioned the 
priority of certain school system expenditures.  Chairman Seward 
commented with regard to a recent newspaper article which reported that 
the School Board had decided to accept out-of-district students at no cost to 
the student. 
 
Supervisor Lyttle made a motion, although she expressed reservations 
regarding some of the School Board’s recent financial decisions, that the 
Board approve the June appropriation request from the School System in the 
total amount of $3,103,468.  The motion was seconded by Supervisor 
Wooden; Supervisors Seward, Holmes, Lyttle and Wooden voted 
affirmatively.   
 
Supervisor Wooden informed that he had been notified by letter of a 
situation with an electrical outlet at the Claremont Library and asked for 
additional information.  Mr. Franklin responded that County Staff had been 
unaware of the Library’s practice of allowing patrons to utilize the outside 
electrical outlet while accessing WiFi at the Library after operating hours.  He 
reported that he had been made aware of its usage through the Sheriff’s 
Department and made a decision to have the receptacle disconnected 
because the County pays the monthly bills for electrical usage at the facility.  
He stated that he would request Maintenance staff to reconnect the outlet if 
asked to do so by the Board.  Chairman Seward remarked that the Board 
should not promote the unsupervised public use of a County facility.  
Supervisor Lyttle added that if this benefit were made available to citizens in 
the Town of Claremont, then citizens throughout the County may also 
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demand similar access to County funded electrical sources.  Additionally, she 
thanked Mr. Franklin for his timely response to the issue. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
None. 
 

CITIZENS COMMENTS 
 
Mrs. Donna Skinner (Claremont District) addressed the Board with regard to 
the County’s action to disconnect the outside electrical outlet at the 
Claremont Library.   
 
Mr. Mike Eggleston (Dendron District) appeared before the Board state that, 
in his opinion, the School Board should not have discontinued the Building 
Trades program and questioned School System expenditures and 
administrative costs. 
 
Mrs. Helen Eggleston (Dendron District) spoke in support of Mrs. Skinner 
and in agreement with Mr. Eggleston with regard to the School System.  She 
also questioned the fiscal decision to do away with the Building Trades 
program and, at the same time, starting a nurses training program.  
 
Mr. John Stokes (Surry District) also addressed the Board with regard to the 
School Board’s decision to discontinue the Building Trades program.  He 
stated that he felt it was an important program and should not have been 
discontinued. 
   

CLOSED SESSION 
There being no further comments from the public, Supervisor Lyttle made a 
motion that the Board move to Closed Session to discuss economic 
development, prospective businesses or industries or the expansion of 
existing businesses or industries where no previous announcement has been 
made of their interest in locating/expanding in the County, as permitted by 
the Code of Virginia § 2.2-3711(A)(5).  Supervisor Holmes seconded the 
motion. Supervisors Seward, Wooden, Lyttle and Holmes voted in favor of 
the motion.  
 
Supervisor Seward moved that the Board return to open session and certify 
by roll call that the closed session was concluded and that nothing had been 
discussed except the matter or matters permitted to be discussed under the 
provisions of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act.  Supervisor Holmes 
seconded the motion; all members present voted affirmatively. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
Supervisor Lyttle made a motion to adjourn.  Supervisor Holmes seconded 
the motion.  Supervisors Seward, Wooden, Lyttle and Holmes voted 
affirmatively. 
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